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CORURGAN   

COMMENT             

Circ. No 07 - 2026                         Work is progressing...slowly.  Rain! 
July 2026                        
                                                 

Welcome to the July 2026 Corurgan Comment Newsletter. 
 
The recent rains have been very welcome. The West Corurgan district is looking great and everyone I talk 
to is extremely happy. I have noticed that the canola crops are already flowering, which brings a 
contrasting bright yellow against the green of the cereal crops. 
The inflows to Hume and Dartmouth have been great, with Dartmouth increasing in volume from 65% 
last month to 69%, and Lake Hume increasing from 25% to 41%. 
The increase in volume within the dams did not corrospond to an early opening allocation unfortunately, 
with DCCEEW issuing an opening allocation of Zero AWD for General Security water. 
The rain has also slowed the progress on the replacement of Lateral 8 regulator on the O’Dwyer Main 
Canal, with the wet conditions making access to cart clay very difficult. 
 
The fitting of the new meters to the remaining 4 pumps at Corowa is nearly complete. Upton 
Engineering will be fitting the new adapters and meters on Tuesday 7th July, then the electricians will 
complete the wiring and we will be ready to test them. The project should be completed by 17th July, 
depending on weather and river height. 
 
The West Corurgan Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on the 25th August at Oaklands RSL 
Bowling club. David Farley MP, will be the guest speaker.   
 
Current Allocation  - 0% AWD (01/07/2026) 
 
Current Dam Levels 
Dartmouth Dam – 69% 
Hume Dam – 41% 
 
As always, if you notice any maintenance works that need to be taken care of, please contact your 
Channel Attendant. 
 
Peter Hamilton 
 
 

Office Administration  
Invoicing:  I remind that the July half-yearly fee invoices will be raised and sent out early July. 

 Have you paid all your invoices owing? 
 

Office:  Budget Meeting 16.06.2026: 
We started on time and finished on time, so that was great. 
The scones were rock hard, so that was bad. (I think I need a CWA lady to supply the scones next year).  

The sandwiches were very nice, but the party pies were too hot! (or so my whimpy Directors 

keep telling me).   
The cut-up fruit sat alone and unloved.    
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The budget was initially approved based on the draft 2026-20267 prices provided by IPART.  
The final prices were published by IPART on 22.06.2026, so the budget has been updated and will 
be formally approved at the July Board Meeting.  It was only the pass-through charges that were 
impacted. 
 
Once the final prices were known we were able to email or post out the 2026-2027 Schedule of 
Fees and Charges to all Members.  We did this on 26 June and published on the website on the 
same day.  I have also attached another copy to this Corurgan Comment Newsletter. 
 
BUDGET SUMMARY:  
In general, the Budget was based on 4.6% CPI inflation increases.  Although, I think Water NSW 
and MDBA missed the memo about 4.6%. 
 
Anyway: The WCPID Delivery Entitlement Network Access Fee did NOT increase. 

The WCPID component of the ML Usage fee did NOT increase, but the Water 
NSW, MDBA and WAMC fee components did increase. 
Their component increased by $0.87 cents from last year. 
 

Budget decisions were made with an anticipated 5% allocation in 2026-2027. 
 
The Budget is based on only pumping 5900 ML water, NIL irrigation water and one Stock & 
Domestic run confirmed.  The General Manager is expecting to do two Stock & Domestic runs. 
 

Water Trades in June 2026 

Only a little flurry of trades as the season drew to a close, including a few ‘parking’ transfers. 
In June 2026, the office processed (ie: finalised):             For the 2025-2026 year: 
Internal Trades – 6      Internal Trades - 208 
External IN Trades – 8      External IN Trades -52 
External OUT Trades – 1     External OUT Trades - 11 
 
The Board also sold allocation water and parked water. 
 
 
End of Financial Year 

• Bank accounts are reconciled.  Future Fund Levy money reconciled.  Water Trades reconciled.  
Payroll reconciled. Water Management system reconciled and rolled-over ready for this season.  

• Forms and spreadsheets updated for the new FY 2026-2027.  

• WCPID General Policy Booklet reviewed, and a couple of changes made. These will go to the 
Board on 15th July.   

• Member DE & WE & S/D reconciled and July Half-yearly fees to be raised shortly.  

• New office flooring picked and quotes requested.  
I must add that this is not officially approved by the Board yet, but I 
live in hope.  Limited hope, given an expected low allocation year.  
BUT, poor Jasmeen sits over Gaffer Tape!  
And the floor is bubbled and lifting near the glass sliding door from sun 
damage.  

I don’t want you to think I am spending your money ‘willy-nilly’, so I have included a 
photo.  
Gordon, our longest serving Director, thinks the carpet may be the same carpet from 
when we moved here in 1982!!   
 

 
 
 



 
152 Oaklands Road (P O Box 156), BERRIGAN NSW  2712 – Ph: 03 5885 2392 E: info@corurgan.com.au 

Speaking of Jasmeen…………. 
 
Our Newest Australian Citizen…...Jasmeen Kaur 
After many years and an arduous process, Jasmeen is finally an Australian Citizen. 
The Citizenship Ceremony was held in the Berrigan Shire offices on 17 June and Peter & I attended to 
support Jasmeen. 
Jasmeen commenced with West Corurgan on 29 November 2021. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS JASMEEN!         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGM: 

Early Reminder: The AGM will be on TUESDAY 25 AUGUST – 5:00pm.  Oaklands RSL Bowling Club. 

 
AGM Guest Speaker:   

Our Guest Speaker for the AGM is our newly elected Member for Farrer, Mr David Farley. 
 

As our newly elected representative in Parliament, David is extremely busy with many communities and 
businesses wanting his attendance at their functions. 
So, we are very fortunate he is able to attend our AGM, and this is our opportunity to express 
(respectfully) our concerns for the area and our hopes for future Government water policy. 
 
I would hope we have a large attendance to the AGM to highlight that we are an engaged irrigation 
community and want (expect) our Parliamentary Representative to be equally as engaged on water 
policy issues. 
 
 
Lateral 8 Regulator 
Work on replacing the Lateral 8 Regulator has commenced. 
Rubicon have advised the flume gates are built and ready to be installed when all the other work is 
completed. 
Focus Engineering is ready to pour the concrete regulator in-situ. 

 
BUT:  
Due to the rain, we started 2-weeks later than scheduled, and then more rain made life very tough! Our 
schedule for a completion date of 30th July 2026 is a still on track, but all the earthworks may not be 
completed. 
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Lat 8 - Borrow Pit – not looking too flash!   Lat 8 - Borrow Pit ….. improving. 

 

  

  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basically, it’s a mess! 
Lots of sunshine please.   
 
 
 
Other Maintenance 
You may also see other work happening in the same area. 
De-silting works will be happening in conjunction with the new regulator being built on Lateral 8. 
 
 
We are also repairing the Glenlea Road bridge crossing over ODM.  

 
This is quite a major job, involving 
WCPID, Focus Engineering and the 
Federation Council. 

Work has commenced. 
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New Meters on our Pumps 
The installation of the new meters on all five of our pumps is completed!! 
We just need the wiring to hook up to the control boxes. 
Peter is very excited.  Remote control is an option.  Yay. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Five pumps = 5 control boxes.  The first one is the Pump #1 meter, which was the trial.  Now we just 
need to hook up the other four.  This work was part of our NRAR metering compliance. 
 
New Meters on Pumps – NRAR requirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gee, I hope the electrician knows 

which wire goes where?  It all 

needs to go to the correct box. 

 
Whilst the pump pipes were ‘open’, we also resealed the concrete pipe joints for Pumps #2, 3, 4 and 5. 
That was a job that needed to be done, so we made the most of the opportunity and with no extra 
downtime.  No photos.  Enclosed space. 
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Why the photos? 
The photos highlight our three main priority projects for this winter. 
One is a compliance project (metering) 
One is a Future Fund project (Lateral 8 Regulator replacement), and 
One is a general maintenance project (Glenlea Road crossing). 
We want all members, not just those that may be impacted, but everyone to know what we are 
doing.  Photos can show that.  
Photos can show why are we working in a particular area and not in another area (that you might 
think needs work)?   
A photo often explains the WHY. 
 
If you would like to see the pump site or Lat 8 Regulator, once completed, then Peter is more than 
happy to show off his pride and joy.  Just ask. 
DO NOT GO ONSITE WITHOUT PERMISSION! 
 
 
End of Season.   
Our Water Management System has been reconciled and rolled-over ready for the 2026-2027 year. 
Peter hates to lose even one drop of water.  He was annoyed that ‘rounding’ has cost him 1ML!!. 
Any changes to Landholder details or ownership will now be made ready for the 2026-2027 season.   
So, if you have changed your email address, etc., please let us know. 
 
The new season opened with a ….whimper – zero allocation announcement! (but this was expected). 
 
 

PERMANENT WATER FOR SALE 
Two WCPID Members have permanent water to sell. 
All three are supportive of West Corurgan and are looking to sell within the Scheme.       
650 Water Entitlements. 
200 Water Entitlements. 
Will sell in smaller parcels. 
If genuinely interested, please contact the Office. 
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LET’S BE HAPPY……     
Let’s think money - in keeping with our budget day and the end of the financial year. 

  

Knock, knock! 

Who's there? 

Cash. 

Cash who? 

No thanks, I’m allergic to nuts! 

 

 
What did the duck say when he was paying for his shopping?   

Just put it on my bill. 

 

Why did the robber take a shower before he robbed the bank?     

So, he could make a clean getaway! 

 

Why is money called ‘dough’ 

Because we all knead it!       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 
KEEP READING….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst the West Corurgan Newsletter is primarily provided to keep Members informed of all water matters relating to the WCPID Scheme, you 
will note it also has a lighter side.  It is this lighter side that should be read in the spirit for which it is intended and with ‘tongue firmly planted 

in one’s cheek’!       Debbie 
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